
Detroit-Superior Bridge 
Protected Bikeway 
• Type: Protected bike lane, two-

stage turn boxes, bicycle signal 
heads, green pavement paint 

 

• Length: 0.6 miles 
 

• Cost: $81,000 construction, with 
technical assistance from 
NOACA 
 

• Funding Sources:  
City of Cleveland 

County: Cuyahoga 
(Cuyahoga District 7/ 
Cleveland Ward 3)  

Project rendering: NOACA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PROJECTS = physical trail or on-road projects which have been completed in the last 5 years OR projects under construction which will be completed within the next year.

The protected bike lane, two-stage turn boxes, bicycle signal heads, and green pavement paint on the Detroit-Superior Bridge are each firsts in the City of Cleveland. The project removed a lane of east-bound traffic on the south side of the bridge to create a protected facility for people on bicycles. Intersection treatments at both ends of the path facilitate safe connections to destinations, and green paint on bike lanes at potential conflict points raises driver awareness of the likelihood of cyclists. The green paint and protected bike lane is currently installed; the remainder of the project will be completed this Spring. 
REQUIRED:  Provide contact information in case we need to contact you about this project.
Name: Calley Mersmann	
Phone #: (216) 664-2952
E-mail address: Cmersmann@city.cleveland.oh.us
Go to next slide.




Detroit-Superior Bridge 
Protected Bikeway 

The Good Stuff 
• Amenities: Bike parking at top of 

bridge; views of Lake Erie and the 
Cuyahoga Valley; safe bicycle 
connection across the river 

• Connections to other non- project 
assets: nearby entry to LakeLink Trail 
and Lakefront multi-use path to 
Edgewater; resident linkages to 
downtown job and cultural centers 

City 
logo 

Project Partner logo(s) 
(optional) 

County: Cuyahoga 
(Cuyahoga District 7/ 
Cleveland Ward 3)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #2 to provide additional details regarding the other-than-trail components of this project.  

Use this NOTES section to describe the features to which this trail connects and any enthusiasm, resistance or new relationships resulting from these connections.
______________________________
This project completes the concept of building a bike-pedestrian walkway on the south side of the bridge that was originally formed in 2001 but was delayed due to resistance from the trucking industry and lack of support from the FHWA. Through NOACA technical assistance and leadership by the City of Cleveland, the protected bikeway was implemented within one year of the technical assistance. During the technical assistance process, planners received 320 completed online surveys and over 1,200 written comments expressing concerns from drivers, walkers, and people on bikes about vehicle speed on the bridge, conflicts with right-turning cars, and confusion over shared space.

Important features of this project include reduction from four to three vehicle travel lanes across the bridge, green pavement segments at high conflict areas, two-stage turn boxes to assist cyclists in turning left across multiple lanes of traffic, and plastic bollards to protect the bicycle lane. 

There is some resistance to this project from GCRTA, due to lane space being taken from vehicles, eliminating the opportunity for a bus-only lane and concern about slower bus times across the bridge.



Detroit-Superior Bridge 
Protected Bikeway 

Unique! 
• Benefits to the Public: improved connectivity, 

intersection improvements that enhance safety, 
road diet via removal of an eastbound vehicular 
travel lane 

• Environmental enhancements: The green 
‘paint’ is actually recycled glass! 

• Social Equity: connects west side neighborhoods 
to Downtown; connects east-side residents to trail 
investments on the near west side 

City 
logo 

Project Partner logo(s) 
(optional) 

County: Cuyahoga 
(Cuyahoga District 7/ 
Cleveland Ward 3)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #3 to highlight any additional benefits to your community or unique elements, in case you ran out of room on slide #2.

Use this NOTES section to elaborate on these details and tell stories from this project.  Who is using this trail/lane?  What’s changed in the community?
__________________________
Due to the construction of the protected bike lane on the Detroit-Superior Bridge there is now a safe connection between Detroit Rd. and Downtown Cleveland, connecting near west side neighborhoods with destinations across the river.

Prior to improvements, participants in public meetings described crossing the Detroit-Superior Bridge as “necessary” and “important,” as well as “unsafe” and “unpleasant.” By far the preferred alternative for the bridge, as expressed in public feedback, was to provide a separate facility for bicyclists on the south side of the bridge, which was implemented in the final design. Commuters and other travelers who may have previously gone out of their way to take the multipurpose path on the Lorain-Carnegie Bridge now have a smoother direct connection. As the City of Cleveland continues to expand its bicycle network through projects such as the Midway Protected Cycletrack, the Detroit-Superior Bridge protected bike lane and intersection treatments will provide important connectivity and safe linkages across town.



City 
logo 

Project Partner logo(s) 
(optional) 

Detroit-Superior Bridge Protected Bikeway: Buzz on the 
Street 

County: Cuyahoga 
(Cuyahoga District 7/ 
Cleveland Ward 3)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use slide #4 to tell us what your people are saying.  Share facebook posts, tweets, blogs – any form of social media or just general comments and messages.  Tell us how much chatter is project is driving.

Use this NOTES section to elaborate.
_________________________________
The bicycle facilities and intersection treatments planned for and installed on the Detroit-Superior Bridge are the first of their kind in the City of Cleveland. During planning and construction, the project received celebratory media coverage, and social media was full of updates from bicycle commuters eager for the change. Bike Cleveland educated the public through blog posts on project progress, design choices, and how to correctly use the new infrastructure. Additional event(s) and educational messaging are planned for the completion of the final phase of the project, when the bike signals and two-stage left turns are installed.



City 
logo 

Project Partner logo(s) 
(optional) 

• Low cost enhancements can make a big impact on safety and connectivity 
 

Detroit-Superior Bridge 
Protected Bikeway 

County: Cuyahoga 
(Cuyahoga District 7/ 
Cleveland Ward 3)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use this NOTES section of slide #5 to tell us anything else about this project which makes it stellar.  Especially think of Best Practices and Lessons Learned worth sharing with other communities.  Tell us:
The setting:  urban, suburban or rural/ex-urban
Who was the Project Champion (individual or organization)
Project Story:  describe the year planning started and year construction completed, project goals, rationale, challenges, solutions, etc.
Any Future Steps:  describe future plans for additional facilities or expanded uses

Keep the SLIDE #5 portion simple.  Use photos and, if using words, just words or short phrases.
_________________________________________________
Setting: Urban
Project Champion: City of Cleveland and NOACA
Project Story: Planning began in early 2016 with the receipt of a technical assistance award from NOACA. Two public meetings were held (April 24, 2016 and September 14, 2016). Construction began in late October, 2017 and is scheduled to be completed in Spring 2018. The project had two goals: to identify missing links and hazardous conditions for bicycle and pedestrian travel on both sides of the bridge, and to develop conceptual, low-cost alternatives expected to improve pedestrian and bicycle conditions on the Detroit-Superior Bridge and connecting facilities.
Future Steps: Plans are underway to use both the upper and lower decks of the Detroit-Superior Bridge in June 2019 as part of the city-wide celebration of Cleveland as a green city on a blue lake on the 50th anniversary of the famous Cuyahoga River fire. Infrastructure like this project on the Detroit-Superior Bridge builds a stronger, more connected transportation system for Cleveland, both literally and symbolically.
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